Extracellular matrix alters epithelial differentiation.
Extracellular matrix (ECM) induces and maintains the differentiation of epithelial cells, not by totally altering their state of differentiation, but by activating overt differentiation. Recent studies of cultured mammary cells provide an elegant molecular analysis of this kind of progressive cell differentiation. Other studies show that ECM can not only activate and enhance a differentiated state, but can even alter it in bringing about transformation of epithelium to mesenchyme.